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In 2012, we will be returning to Camp Friedlander for the first time since 2006.  In the past years, we have enjoyed summer camps in Tennessee, Indiana, and Virginia which has provided our Scouts a great summer camp experience along with a sense of adventure and “getting away from it all”
Camp Friedlander is our home camp, and Dan Beard Council asks that all troops use Camp Friedlander for summer camp at least every few years. But it’s only 30 miles away from St. Ignatius, and this proximity has in the past detracted from the total summer camp experience—we have had Scouts coming and going for baseball games, parties and other nonessential events, and parents visiting at unexpected times. This makes it quite difficult for the Troop leaders to keep track of everyone (a real problem for those of us who take responsibility for other people’s children!), and as importantly may keep the Scouts from successfully earning merit badges or rank advancements. At the very least, these sorts of things keep the Scouts from getting the full benefit of being on their own for an entire week, one of the main points of going in the first place!
With that in mind, we would like to set the following policy for our 2012 stay at Camp Friedlander.
1. Scouts must travel to camp with the entire Troop on Sunday afternoon and remain in camp for the entire week, until the entire Troop returns to St. Ignatius the following Saturday morning—the only exceptions being for emergencies or other compelling reasons beyond the family’s reasonable control which are approved in advance by the Scoutmaster. And please note that this would not include family vacations, sporting events or similar reason
2. Parents and other family members should plan on visiting Camp only during Family Night on Friday.  Even if your own son is not the homesick type, visits by parents to see their son can potentially be upsetting to other Scouts who may already be homesick.  In addition, if your son is likely to be homesick, you may want to stay away on Family Night also since in the past there have been problems with ‘letting go’ at the end of the evening.
3. No Scout will be allowed to leave camp unless of course there is some type of emergency.
4. If your son may be prone to homesickness, we suggest you discuss the issue with him prior to camp and let him know that it is quite normal to feel some degree of homesickness, but he should try to not let it affect his enjoyment of camp.  You may also want to discuss the amount of mail you may plan on sending and whether any mail will be helpful to him or cause more anxiety.

We hope all parents have a full understanding of this policy and the reasons behind it.   If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me.
Dan Rottmueller

Scoutmaster
